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Cream of the News 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during March 
fell below a year earlier for the first time since June 
1970. 

Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at 
Wisconsin assembly points increased from February 
to March but wholesale butter prices declined. 

The Nation’s production of cheese and butter 
during February was below a year ago with some of 
the decline due to the extra day in February last year. 

Barrow and gilt prices at the St. Paul market de- 
clined sharply during March but were still higher than 
February and well above March 1972. 

Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commer- 
cial slaughter plants during February was about the 
same as a year earlier as an increase in the beef supply 
offset a lower output of pork. 

Prices received for Wisconsin farm products as 
of mid-March were considerably above both a month 
and a year ago. 

As the spring season began, the number of 
workers on Wisconsin farms was up 3 percent from 
last year. 

Milk prices in Wisconsin for March are expected 
to exceed $6.00 a hundredweight because of strong 
demand for fluid milk and manufactured dairy prod- 
ucts. 

Although the total pounds of meat animals mar- 
keted by Wisconsin farmers during 1972 were down 1 
percent from 1971, cash receipts for livestock were 
up 26 percent. 

Stocks of dairy products in cold storage in the 
Nation at the end of March were above last year but 
meat stocks were down. 

Wisconsin cattle feeders had 1 percent fewer 
cattle and calves on feed April 1 than a year earlier 
but the 23 major feeding states had an increase of 
5 percent. 
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MILK PRODUCTION FALLS 
BELOW YEAR AGO 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during March totaled 
1,732 million pounds, down 2 percent from a year ago. This 
was the first time since June 1970 that milk production in 
Wisconsin was below a year earlier. Production increased 
seasonally 13 percent from February to March. 

During the first quarter of 1973, milk production on 
Wisconsin farms was slightly under the comparable quarter 
last year. Output of milk per cow averaged 950 pounds for 
March, a decline of 10 pounds from the previous year. Daily 
feeding of grain and other concentrates to Wisconsin milk 
cows averaged 13.6 pounds per cow on April 1, down 1 
pound from that date last year. 

The Nation’s milk production for March was 2 percent 
under a year ago. Daily average production was 3 percent 
above February compared with a 4 percent increase for the 
corresponding period last year. Output per cow averaged 
894 pounds in March, about the same as a year earlier. Feeding 
of grain and concentrates averaged 13.8 pounds per cow on 
April 1, slightly higher than the 13.6 pounds fed on that date 
ny 972. 


Milk Production 






Change from 
last year 


March | Jan.-March 


Jan.-March 
1973 





Selected States 
















Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin..... 1,759 1732 4,825 —2 n.c 
Minnesota .... 921 904 2,560 —2 —3 
TOWasy cee. 392 386 1,086 —2 -—3 
New York a... 918 871 2,439 -—5 -—6 
Pennsylvania .. 608 586 1,654 -—4 -—7 
California..... 882 909 2,495 +3 +2 
Other states ... 5,007 4,933 13,947 —1 —2 
United States . . 10,487 10,321 29,006 —2 —2 








MARCH MILK PRICE 
EXPECTED TO EXCEED $6.00 


Strong demand for fluid milk and manufactured dairy 
products has pushed the all milk price over the $6.00 level 
for March. Wisconsin dairy farmers are expected to receive 
an average of $6.01 a hundredweight for all milk of average 
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test delivered to plants and dealers during March. This would 
be 7 cents above February and 51 cents higher than March 
last year. In 1972 milk prices increased 2 cents from February 
to March. 

February milk prices averaged $5.94 a hundredweight, 
down 1 cent from January but 46 cents above February 
1972. The average milkfat content for February was 3.73 
percent compared with 3.74 percent a year earlier. 

Grade A milk producers received an average of $6.08 a 
hundredweight in February, the same as January but 43 cents 
more than the previous year. Manufacturing grade milk aver- 
aged $5.76 a hundredweight during February, a decline of 
1 cent from a month earlier but up 48 cents from last year. 
The spread between market and manufacturing grade milk 
was 32 cents in February compared with 37 cents for Febru- 
ary 1972: 


Milk Prices 1/ 


February March 
price per cwt. 1973 
Average Price 73/72 |price per 

test per cwt. gir: rete change | cwt. 2/ 


January 1973 





Selected States 





Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 





Milk for all uses 


Wisconsin. «25. S41 3.77 5.95 5.48 5.94 +8 6.01 
Minnesota....... 3.65 5.61 Sake 5.59 aes) 5.61 
LOW eearaeteres 3.83 5.83 5.41 5.83 +8 5.78 
New York....... 3.62 6.80 6.35 6.85 Sete) 6.60 
Californtar.cene se 3.83 6.00 5.75 6.05 5) 6.10 
United States .... 3.79 6.55 6.10 6.56 +8 6.50 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk ..... fs Ba Jf 6.08 5.65 6.08 +8 xxx 
Manufacturing milk Sora highe) 5.28 5.76 +9 XXX 
Creameries.... 2... 3.7.7 5.60 5.19 §.59 +8 xxx 
Cheese factories . . E Se Arf 5.79 §.29 5.78 +9 XXX 
Varied prod. plants] 3.78 5.66 5.22 5.65 + 8 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 


Utilization Change from 











last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk torsallarses5-,ancorten o eteleteder ns 5.13 5.52 Si 7/ +9 
Market milks s..c<.c--)- « ungmasie + ols S27. 5.65 5.71 +8 
Manufacturing milkis rca sts 2 4.96 5.36 5.40 +9 
(Greameries, ore sc sietse eeicle teres 4.92 5.20 5.26 7 
American cheese plants ....... 4.96 5.38 5.42 +9 
Varied products plants ........ 4.92 5.24 5.30 + 8 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone... . 5.60 5.98 6.02 +8 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 





CHEESE AND BUTTER OUTPUT 
EXPECTED TO BE LOWER 


Weekly estimates of American cheese and butter for 
March indicate that production could be lower than a year 
ago in Wisconsin and the Nation. Churnings of butter in the 
Nation for March may be down 16 percent from last year. 
February’s output was 15 percent under a year earlier. Wis- 
consin creameries were making less butter than a year ago 
in the second half of March and output for the month could 
be lower than March 1972. 

National production of American cheese for March is 
expected to be 3 percent under last year, following a 2 percent 
decline in February. Wisconsin cheese plants also produced 
less American cheese in March than a year ago. Production of 
American cheese in Wisconsin during the first two months of 
1973 was about the same as in 1972. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 






American Cheese 
United States 


Change | Change 
from last | from last 





Butter 
United States 


Change | Change 
from last |from last 








isconsin isconsin 










Periods 









Production Production 


























12 year year le year year 
1,000 lbs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 

February. ... 84,437 —15 —5 120,145 —2 Mace 

Jan.-Feb. ...| 180,579 —10 —2 243,648 -—1 nec; 
Weeksending 

March 8.. 20,250 — 14 Nees 31,300 —2 Nees 

March 15.. 20,450 —12 + 6 31,750 —-4 —2 

March 22.. 19,950 —18 =—8 32,900 —3 =-=3 

March 29.. 20,500 —17 —5 33,450 —5 —3 

OUales cos. oes 81,150 — 16 XXX 129,400 —3 XXX 





CHEESE AND BUTTER 
PRODUCTION LOWER 


The Nation’s production of cheese and butter during 
February was below a year ago. Some of this decline was due 
to the extra day in February 1972. Total cheese production 
in the Nation during February was 2 percent under last year 
while output of butter was down 15 percent. 

Production of American cheese in the Nation for Febru- 
ary was 2 percent lower than a year earlier. Wisconsin and 
Missouri showed little change in their output of American 
cheese during February compared with last year. Minnesota 
produced 9 percent more American cheese in February this 
year than a year ago but all other states had a decline of 9 
percent. 

Swiss cheese production in the Nation during February 
was up 3 percent from February 1972. Declines of 1 percent 
were shown by Italian and Brick and Muenster, while produc- 
tion of all other cheese was down 5 percent. 

Wisconsin creameries churned 5 percent less butter in 
February than a year ago. Sharp declines of 25 percent for 
Minnesota and 26 percent for Iowa contributed to the drop 
in National butter production from February last year. All 
other states combined produced 12 percent less butter in 
February than a year earlier. 

The Nation’s output of cottage cheese in February was 
also below the previous year but ice cream production re- 
mained unchanged. 
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Current Dairy Products Estimates 






Change from 
last year 


Jan.-Feb. 









Item and area 











1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WISCONSIN paycerdtatsioaks :ease-s 17,540 16,600 33,750 - § — 2 
Minnesotans asics reat cas 24,700 18,500 38,400 — 25 — 22 
EGWe Ete eileds (eaters) ce 15) 2.55, 7,720 5,750. 415950 — 26 — 23 
Otherstates es cracters ans con. 49,430 43,587 96,479 —12 - § 
United States ses <5 he 99,390 84,437 180,579 —15 — 10 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WISCONSIN Gp fates teers: te ceoge yd 56,000 55,900 112,300 nie: Rc 
Minnesota! gern: ..ck. =< esttees 15,900 17,400 36,100 te 9 + 13 
MiSSOUTI Tarte! viata, cone ors 5,000 5,000 10,200 ns C: —- 4 
Other statesy . stn cin ws 45,985 41,845 85,048 — 9 —- 8 
United (States a. .c-se aie 122,885 120,145 243,648 — 2 - 1 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWiISs 77 fe cis «ie «(ers anechens 1135250" 9135695. 28,606 “+ “3 + 5 
Brick and Muenster ..... 5,900 5,853 a7, - 1 - § 
Italian’ 2% jis Jab A Sako 40,930 40,512 82,666 —-— 1 + 4 
‘All-other 22 tive. pets Tat 75 i 3.527) 305574: —- § - 1 
Totalvros aor PARR ots 74,450 73,587 152,963 —-— 1 BS 4) 
ALL CHEESE 
United States... 2 ee. 197,335 193,732 396,611 — 2 n.c 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
(Outs Us di sore alias 64,620 64,186 130,628 —- 1 + 2 
Creanted'2/ Wer a.e es: 86,115 81,859 167,974 — 5 - 1 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WVISCONSIN 405 scien ore 1,400 1,400 2,750 Nn: ¢. — 1 
FUINOIS hE ery meses eee 2,650 3,500 6,900 + 32 ot 
LOWawe 5.2). Sele wc neces oe 560 510 1,020 -—- 9 - 9 
Michigan 5 2.2% = sci hele 2,780 2,800 5,560 ae at ay macs} 
Mirinesota se ':..-scc8. tes 2,230 2.325 4,560 oe Jf is Utes 
Other sstatés ~. 25452. 94 47,460 46,444 91,128 —- 2 el 
United: States... antes 57,080 56,979 111,918 NaGs wai 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


WHOLESALE CHEESE 
PRICES HIGHER 


Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at Wis- 
consin assembly points increased from February to March. 
Block Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged 79.65 
cents a pound during March. This was more than 1% cents 
above February and exceeded March last year by over 7 cents. 
Cheddar cheese, 40 pound blocks, averaged 65.19 cents a 
pound in March, up nearly 1% cents from the previous month 
and 5% cents above a year ago. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 












March February March 








Score iny, 1972 1973 1973 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 68.75¢ 68.67¢ 64.96¢ 3/ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 2/.... 59.65¢ 63.75¢ 65.19¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block pound [acini bite es 72.50¢ 78.00¢ 79.65¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range....... $7.70-9.10 $8.25-9.48 $-—--- 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

BLEALPOUNG str isa ekreeE sts haere si< (2 31.44¢ 40.34¢ 41.99¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 
3/93-score average. 


Wholesale prices of 93-score butter at New York aver- 
aged almost 65 cents a pound for March. This compares with 
a price of about 69 cents in February and 68% cents in March 
Lo 72. 


CHEESE AND BUTTER 
STOCKS HIGHER 


Cold storage stocks of butter and cheese in the Nation 
at the end of March were higher than a year earlier. There 
were 121 million pounds of butter in cold storage on March 31, 
an increase of 10 percent from last year. Government owned 
butter stocks amounted to 105 million pounds, up 24 percent 
from March 31, 1972. 

Total cheese in cold storage at the end of March was 
303 million pounds, a gain of 6 percent from a year ago. 
American cheese stocks were up 9 percent and stocks of 
Swiss cheese increased 16 percent. Stocks of all other cheese 
were 10 percent under March 31, 1972. 

American cheese stocks in cold storage totaled 247 mil- 
lion pounds at the end of March. This was about 20 million 
pounds more than a year earlier. The Government held only 
164,000 pounds of American cheese in cold storage on 
March 31 compared with almost a million pounds last year. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 












Change 










March 31, March 31, March 31, 





















Commodity 1971 1972 1973 from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Butter ger cna tiee ts sie a erase 157,906 110,104 121,228 +10) 
Cheese, American....... 236,281 226,707 246,942 + 9 
CHCESE; SWISS c7c0 he nck 11,599 7,103 8,257 + 16 
Cheese, all other........ 54,247 $3,506 48,198 — 10 
Cheese; totale. aces 302,127 287,316 303,397 +6) 
WISCONSIN 
Butter ciacyen. 5 sum oie cayenne 5,707 4,764 5,676 + 19 
Cheese, American....... 145,681 130,792 163,605 + 25 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

IDUCEGE a. ethers sae yeteehe © 126,940 84,762 104,953 + 24 
Cheese, American....... 930 948 164 — 83 








*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 






Change 










Commodity from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk.......... 4,768 3,933 4,112 ees 
Dried skim milk .. 2.0... ... 99,920 64,588 37,779 — 42 
Dried. buttermilk>;.25.-.. 5.6 6s 10,147 4,024 4,068 + J 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/... 69,390 63,984 55,159 — 14 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


1972 LIVESTOCK CASH 
RECEIPTS UP SHARPLY 


Although the total pounds of meat animals marketed 
by Wisconsin farmers during 1972 were down | percent from 
1971, cash receipts for livestock were up 26 percent. Cash 
receipts from the sale of cattle, calves, hogs, and sheep and 
lambs totaled $456 million for 1972. 

Prices received for cattle and calves reached a record 
high for 1972. Cattle averaged $26.70 a hundredweight, an 
increase of $4.20 from 1971. Calves averaged $47.30 a hun- 
dredweight in 1972, up $7.50 from a year earlier. 
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Hogs also achieved a record price for 1972. At $24.90 
a hundredweight, hogs were $7.10 more than in 1971 and 
70 cents above the previous high in 1947. Lambs averaged 
$27.40 a hundredweight in 1972, a gain of $2.60 from 1971 
and the highest since 1951. Sheep averaged $6.10 a hundred- 
weight during 1972, up 50 cents from a year earlier. 

On the pound basis, marketings of cattle and calves in 


1972 were up 8 percent from 1971 while cash receipts in- 
creased 27 percent. Total pounds of hogs marketed in 1972 
were down 12 percent from the previous year but cash re- 
ceipts rose 23 percent. Marketings of sheep and lambs during 
1972 were up 7 percent from 1971 on the pound basis and 
cash receipts gained 16 percent. 


Cattle and Calves: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1963—72 










Price per 100 pounds 










Value of 





Cash Gross Cost of 


































Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ Gann Bate receipts a es income inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 

41963 4 qyabs ne ena adeasns 1,025,325 939,565 14.80 24.00 1535755 8,294 162,049 7,166 
PIGS se orcas, shetenecta eter. 1,106,965 999,605 13.70 22750 149,881 7,856 US 7.0 om 5,708 
VO GS Leese) Sa eee cereus se 1,054,655 1,216,095 14.70 23.60 192,568 8,071 200,639 Doe 
LS. GGio trons shalendtens caer 982,275 1,067,117 17.90 28.40 205,755 9,849 215,604 95139 
LOGIN. Ferret ste tet see vcay le 998,005 1,017,580 17.90 29.00 197,730 10,849 208,579 8,593 
LOGS gpeests gate aeajaatutesis to 983,860 1,002,279 18.50 31.30 203,775 10,839 214,614 8,286 
PIG69) Wee ere teavueteusranetoncrece e 974,775 971,847 21.10 34.50 224,109 14,231 238,340 11,638 
WO TOT arava ates creel tas 1,037,190 942,058 22.00 38.10 230,039 18,161 248,200 14,256 
DOT asm casey oie betes fees 1,016,690 906,412 22.50 39.80 229,887 19,594 249,481 a 

POTS Weta sUn aisha sade uet avers 1,028,990 981,662 26.70 47.30 293,017 21,407 314,424 3/ 








Hogs: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1963—72 

































Value of 


































, : Price per Cash Gross Cost of 
(es Peo uae r I) Bee Ces ay 100 pounds receipts eee : income inshipments 
consumption 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 

T OGSS Meoiwus /iaye, Meeps a, = 761,427 742,772 14.60 108,726 3,747 112,473 26 
19 G4Y si silane a eee eles 718,763 742,322 14.60 108,247 3,659 111,906 36 
UDGS' FSR ac wt hae See cohe 642,695 658,070 18.90 124,375 3,353 127 3728: 47 
EOGGriL ou tea a a teaaeeta ay 682,540 623,196 23.20 144,581 3,790 148,371 101 
6 Ko i Mencia RENEE er ater ood 678,734 661,846 18.80 124,427 2,978 127,405 97 
E968 le nice wi cGling Stots eee sa 720,904 706,649 18.30 129,317 3,352 132,669 30 
£969 si 25s Sikes. a aveteis «iso's 657,487 656,894 21.90 143,860 3,548 147,408 84 
PO TOR eerntc teeter ae katte 716,766 678,538 22.50 152,671 3,544 156,215 96 
WO TV rs eoskennan > x eee hake & 726,983 732,262 17.80 130,343 2,703 133,046 3/ 

OTD: Ferhacterss als acetepemtceas cs 621,731 642,394 24.90 159,956 3,502 163,458 3/ 

Sheep and Lambs: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1963—72 
Price per 100 pounds Value of 
Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ : z Cash home iGross A Cost of 
Sheep | Lambe receipts consumption income inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 

TOGS ares) oe ic cm deen ee he 12,809 16,022 4.50 17.20 2,445 34 2,479 200 
ED OAN EI avcibie sets 2 Scbso ast 11,847 14,467 4.70 19.00 2,467 37 2,504 210 
USGS ie etme sya 6 oie) scenes 12,036 13.703 5.20 2120 2,684 44 2,729 236 
POGG) cs Sec tsi ances 11,346 12,647 5.60 22.00 2,591 60 2,651 367 
BOG a bah civ ela) he, are 11,857 12,804 5.30 20.90 2,471 $1 Dae 181 
ESGS Cotas hye aia ren 2 6a 12,140 13,763 5.30 23.30 2,798 60 2,858 291 
L9G Se ws i os wefan ss ateke 10,257 WSh2 72 6.70 26.50 2,994 Zit | 3,031 287 
SOTO wats cutcade swe) ccs ake s 9,796 2 6.20 25.10 2,657 35 2,692 265 
POT Dae evens tase elicdevat of aust 8,577 10,067 5.60 24.80 ere Ny | 35 2,266 3/ 
UG? ig ORES Perey ras Aen ere 8,312 10,799 6.10 27.40 2,591 38 2,629 3/ 











1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
UP SHARPLY IN MARCH 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for farm products 
as of mid-March were considerably above both a month and a 
year earlier. Hay and oats were the only commodities to show 
a decline from February to March. The prices received index 
averaged 451 percent of the 1910-14 base on March 15, an 
increase of 27 points (6 percent) from a month earlier and 
88 points (24 percent) above March 1972. 

Livestock prices continued to climb for the period ending 
March 15. Steers and heifers averaged $42.50 a hundred- 
weight in March, up almost $4.00 from February and $10.70 


higher than a year ago. Slaughter cows, at $33.00 a hundred- 
weight for March, were $2.80 above the previous month and 
$9.00 greater than last year. 

Calves advanced to $58.00 a hundredweight for mid- 
March. This was an increase of $7.00 from February and 
$11.00 more than March 1972. Hog prices averaged $37.50 a 
hundredweight in March, a gain of $4.20 from a month earlier 
and $14.30 above a year ago. 

Sheep brought $8.50 a hundredweight for March, up 
50 cents from February and $2.70 more than last year. Lambs 
averaged $34.00 as of mid-March, an increase of $2.80 from 
the previous month and $7.00 higher than March 1972. The 


April 1973 


WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER > 


SSS ss SY 


mid-March wool price of 66 cents a pound was the highest 
since December 1951. Wool prices were up 19 cents from 
February and 46 cents above a year ago. 

- Egg prices averaged 47 cents a dozen as of March 15, a 
gain of 4 cents from a month earlier and 20 cents more than 
the previous year. Turkeys, at 28 cents a pound liveweight 
for March, were up 4 cents from February and 6 cents above 
last year. 

Prices for hay and oats continued to ease downward. 
Baled alfalfa hay averaged $34.50 a ton in mid-March, down 
$1.50 from February and $2.50 below the January high. Oats, 
at 85 cents a bushel as of March 15, was 2 cents less than 
February and 4 cents under the peak reached in January. 
Corn averaged $1.32 a bushel for March, up 5 cents from 
February and 19 cents above a year ago. Soybeans reached 
$6.00 a bushel in mid-March, an increase of 90 cents from 
the previous month and $2.85 more than March 1972. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 







February 





Commodity 1973 1973 
Dollars 

Milk cows. 2.0%. < 385.00 430.00 490.00 540.00 
Steers and heifers. . 27.80 31.80 38.60 42.50 
COWSAT ate eee 20.50 24.00 30.20 33.00 
Calves wees tude usueueue 38.00 47.00 $1.00 58.00 
Hogs eerie eas: 17.10 23.20 33.30 37.50 
Sheepiperras.c.cc 0 a 6.00 5.80 8.00 8.50 
Bambsin. roto tear 25:50) 27.00 31.20 34.00 
WOOLF seaieucts, ecole ac x25 a ea 47 -66 
Chickens gis or <2. .075 -090 .100 .120 
TuekeySicepeyte sss 2210 .220 .240 .280 
Egle rr mcrkierussck -280 .270 -430 -470 
Corntere fate secs 1.44 103 a2 $eS2 
Oatse Fi awae oats ists -74 a4 .87 -85 
SOVMBEANS iene © chews cs PAPE B45 5.10 6.00 
Alfalfa hay, baled. . 21.50 23.00 36.00 34.50 





1/Excludes broilers. 
MORE WORKERS ON 
FARMS THIS SPRING 
As the spring season began, the number of workers on 


Wisconsin farms was up 3 percent from a year ago. During the 


Farm Workers and Wages 
Wisconsin and United States 


United States 
1972 1973 1972 1973 


Wisconsin 





Item 








March 
Farm Workers 1/ 








Hireds.ia ede eqees eyesehe vs ateser 15,000 16,000 883,100 869,300 
Bamily «a5 Ait gh tee Acts os eres 154,000 158,000 3,017,300 2,983,100 
Motall i evereseversiar susceness 169,000 174,000 3,900,400 3,852,400 
April 1 
1972 1973 1972 1973 
Wage Rates 2/ 
By the month 
Withihouse ses ims = ae te $383.00 $411.00 $352.00 $383.00 
With board androom ... 293.00 313.00 274.00 303.00 
By the day 
With board androom ... 11.60 13.10 11.10 12.20 
Without board and room. 15.20 16.60 12.80 14.10 
By the hour 
No board or room...... 1.87 2.02 1.84 1.97 








1/Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. 2/Average rates paid on crop and livestock reporters’ 
farms or in their localities for arrangements specified above. 


survey week of March 18-24, the State’s farm labor force 
consisted of 16,000 hired workers and 158,000 farm operators 
and unpaid family members. The number of hired workers 
was 1,000 more than a year earlier and averaged about one 
person for every seven Wisconsin farms. Family workers were 
4,000 greater than in the comparable survey week last year. 

Wages paid to hired help continued to increase. Wage 
rates as of April 1 averaged $411.00 a month with a house 
and $313.00 with board and room. Rates with a house were 
up $28.00 from a year ago while rates with board and room 
increased $20.00. 

Hired workers employed by the day were receiving an 
average of $13.10 with board and room and $16.60 without 
board and room. These rates were more than $1.00 above a 
year earlier. Hourly rates averaged $2.02 without board or 
room, a gain of 15 cents from April 1, 1972. 


WOOL PRODUCTION DOWN 
BUT PRICES HIGHER 


Wool production in Wisconsin and Nation during 1972 
was down from 1971 but prices increased. The 1972 wool 
crop in Wisconsin totaled 951,000 pounds, | percent below 
1971 and the smallest production ever. Fleece weight aver- 
aged 8.2 pounds in 1972 compared with 8.1 pounds in 1971 


Wool Production 















Major States Number of Weight per Wool production 





















and sheep shorn fleece Change from 
United States} 1971 | 1972 |1971]1972| 197! aie last year 
1,000 head Pounds 1,000 pounds Percent 
Pennsylvania. 144 138 7.3 Tes 1,051 1,007 —- 4 
ORIO“ Ae cicds 612 608 8.2 8.2 §,015 4,959 = 1 
Indiana nee. 224 216 7.4 Tal 1,659 1,657 Ce 
TWin@isaccss 282 280 | 7.4 2,060 2,071 oe P| 
Michigan ... 2H Dol 8.0 8.3 1,682 1,841 + 9 
Wisconsin... 119 116 8.1 8.2 960 951 —- 1 
Minnesota .. 428 423 8.1 8.1 3,468 3,430 — | 
TOW!'s its to ot 703 717 7:5 P| §,292 5,545 + 95 
Missouri... . pa te 212 7.9 8.2 1,662 1,740 +5 
North Dakota FP ae 315 9.3 9.3 3,020 2,930 — 3 
South Dakota 1,051 1,160 9.3 9.1 9,779 10,504 me ei | 
Nebraska ... 348 363 Ts ps 2,610 2,644 + 4 
Kansas’ %) 2s) <g- 310 320 8.8 8.8 Z5.LS: 2,800 ears! 
Virginia .... 477 163 6.2 6.1 1,097 994 —- 9 
Oklahoma... 115 124 8.4 7.9 971 985 =e 
Texas eee 4,164 4,145 dae Th 30,397 29,430 —- 3 
Montana.... 902 853 9.6 10.0 8,657 8,501 — 2 
Tdaho.. coe 690 659 105%, 10.5 7,370 6,949 — 6 
Wyoming... 1,634 1,576 10.1 10.2 16,512 16,062 — 3 
Colorado ... 1,410 1,360 8.8 8.4 12,365 11,473 =a 
New Mexico . 705 668 9.4 9.2 6,635 6,134 — 8 
Arizona .... 497 492 71:6 TS 35772 3,692 — 2 
Witahinge sae 960 896 9.5 10.3 9,167 9,218 ae | 
Nevada..... 170 158 1023 21053 1,751 1,627 —- 7 
Washington. . 144 134 9.0 9.3 1,296 1,240 — 4 
Oregon\, «27s. 595 621 7.3 7.8 4,360 4,823 + if 
California...] 1,423 1,390 8.1 8.4 11,580 11,655 ities it! 
United States} 19,036 18,778 8.4 8.4 160,157 157,881 — 1 





but the number of sheep shorn was down 3 percent. The 
average price per pound received for wool in Wisconsin was 
27 cents for 1972, up 4 cents from a year earlier. Nationally, 
shorn wool production declined 1 percent in 1972 from the 
previous year. Ranchers and farmers in the Nation received 
an average price of 35 cents per pound for wool in 1972 com- 
pared with less than 20 cents in 1971. 
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POULTRY INCOME 
LOWER IN 1972 


Cash income from the sale of farm chickens, broilers, 
and eggs totaled almost $38 million in 1972, a decline of 7 
percent from 1971. Egg production for 1972 was down 2 
percent from a year earlier but income from the sale of eggs 
dropped 9 percent. Egg prices averaged nearly 26 cents a 
dozen in 1972, a decline of 2 cents from 1971. Income from 


the sale of farm chickens in 1972 was up 5 percent from the 
previous year. 

Although the price per pound for broilers was up slightly 
more than % cent in 1972, gross income declined 4 percent 
due to lower sales. The price per pound for turkeys remained 
unchanged from 1971 but gross income and pounds marketed 
were up 22 percent. 


CHICKENS: Production, Disposition, and Income, Wisconsin, 1965—72 


Production and disposition of chickens 








Income from chickens ; 
Cash income 




















Number Sold Value of from farm 
C 4 Weight : Cash chickens _Gross chickens, broilers 
Raised Lost Produced palate Number income consumed income and eggs 1/ 
on farms Sold Produced on farms 
1,000 head 1,000 pounds 1,000 dollars 
UOG Sacer a 5,125 1,334 3,791 1,138 3,350 15,410 18,254 1,202 391 1,593 42,635 
LOGGe ye htac 5,484 1,059 4,425 819 3,356 CATs 20,821 15325 303 1,628 49,660 
1D G7] areca 4,716 936 3,780 901 3,318 155595 18,015 1,060 282 1,342 38,599 
RETRO Go SAN 4,340 700 3,640 901 3,563 16,746 15,796 1,088 269 15357, 40,037 
LOGOS eer. 4,600 694 3,906 865 3,433 16,822 18,658 1,144 276 1,420 46,434 
1970 gare 5,900 680 5,220 760 3,204 16,020 24,774 1,185 259 1,444 45,621 
EAE as are 8 5,050 890 4,160 560 3,600 18,000 20,962 1,494 214 1,708 40,925 
LOG 2 erence. 4,536 720 3,816 500 3,700 18,500 19,315 15.73 196 1,769 37,876 





1/Includes gross income for broilers. Consumption in households of producers is less than 1 percent of production in Wisconsin. 


EGGS: Production, Disposition, and Income, Wisconsin, 1965—72 

























Average 
Eggs 
Year Sak kes Consumed 
of layers layer Produced f. 
during year on farms 











Number 





1,000 Million eggs 


1S 6 Sikes arctica 6,664 221 1,470 Tk) 
LO GGeer ec tanial 6,269 222 1,392 64 
1967 osieeiieiew 6,121 226 1,385 61 
1968 ear 33999 224 1,256 58 
PRG veeesiee baa 5,036 226 15139 49 
US ALD. A ees Ph, a 5,225 225 1,178 44 
RM Ss Sect cos 5,890 228 1,344 35 
DOTi2 eters te: ae 5,806 226 1,313 26 


Production and disposition 













Income 




















Price Cack Value of eggs Cross 
per : consumed F 

Basen income Gu farts income 

Cents 1,000 dollars 
1,395 28.9 33,596 1,806 35,402 
1,328 36.1 39,951 1,925 41,876 
1,324 26.9 29,680 1,367 31,047 
1,198 30.4 30,349 1,469 31,818 
1,090 39.1 35,516 1,597 37,113 
1,134 Ses 35,438 1,375 36,813 
1,309 28.0 30,543 817 31,360 
1,287 25.9 PATA) 561 28,339 





TURKEYS AND BROILERS: Production, Disposition, and Income, Wisconsin, 1965—72 





Turkeys 





Broilers 


























Year Number on farms January 1 Production Price Gross Production Price Gross 
Heavy Light All per income per income 

deuads broods | Breads Number Sold pound 1/ Number Sold pound 1/ 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
1,000 1,000 pounds Cents dollars 1,000 pounds Cents dollars 
DOG Suita exe tell aiainrets suo 39 230 5,375 87,150 22.0 19,173 12,576 47,789 16.4 7,837 
A966 Giatiereha tvarenene 250 41 291 55219 91,9 19) 23.1 213233 13,959 $4,440 15.4 8,384 
TEMA G99 6 bloc Glo ot 360 11 371 5,068 90,376 18.9 17,081 14,238 $6,952 13.8 1,859 
ENR Soe ets A 330 3 333 3,997, 73,802 20.1 14,834 14,238 $6,952 15-0 8,600 
LOGS citi Narra 200 7 207 3,166 $9,167 22.6 135372 14,807 60,709 16.1, 9,774 
NOW AD) “Aetles arg: ees Oe 185 h 192 3,489 66,640 23.1 15,394 15,031 61,627 14.6 8,998 
DOTA Rieter atekataestet 164 7 171 3,498 64,013 22-2 14,211 14,950 61,295 14.5 8,888 
NPE a Sacks BS Or 2/ 2/ 2/ 4,009 78,176 22.2 175295 13,130 56,459 15.1 8,525 





1/Includes consumption in households of producers which is less than 1 percent of production for the United States. 2/Estimate for all turkeys discontinued. 


RED MEAT OUTPUT ABOUT 
THE SAME AS A YEAR AGO 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughter plants during February totaled 96% million pounds, 
about the same as a year ago. Although output of beef was up 
12 percent from last year, pork production was down 15 per- 
cent. 

Cattle slaughter for February numbered 101,000, an in- 
crease of 11,000 from the previous year. Average liveweight 
of cattle in February was 1,138 pounds, 1 pound less than 
last year. The hog kill for February totaled 234,000, a decline 


of 39,000 from February 1972. Hog liveweight averaged 231 
pounds in February, 1 pound lighter than a year earlier. 

Calf slaughter continued to show a sharp decline. Only 
18,800 calves were butchered in February compared with 
28,000 for that month in 1972. The average liveweight of 
calves was 176 pounds for February, up 32 pounds from the 
previous year. February’s sheep and lamb slaughter amounted 
to 200 compared with 100 a year ago. 
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Commercial Livestock Slaughter 

















Number Liveweight 
Area February Change February 
from 
1972 1973 last year 1972 al 1973 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 
Cattle 
Wisconsin's... ..« 90.0 101.0 he ke 102.5 114.9 
United States 1/ .. | 2,774.1 2,668.1 - 4 2,900.0 2,794.1 
Calves 
Wisconsin Wa... 28.0 18.8 — 33 4.0 Ses) 
United States 1/.. 276.6 206.4 — 25 66.8 Ved) 
Hogs 
Wisconsin ....... 273.0 234.0 -— 14 63.3 54.1 
United States 1/ .. | 6,828.8 6,087.5 =. 41 1,600.8 1,441.6 
Sheep and lambs 
Wisconsin = ..: 2.- af ie + 100 010 .019 
United States 1/ .. 830.9 721.0 — 13 89.7 78.7 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


MEAT STOCKS STILL 
BELOW A YEAR AGO 


Meat stocks in the Nation’s cold storage facilities at the 
end of March continued below a year ago. Although beef 
stocks were 25 percent greater than on March 31, 1972, pork 
supplies were down 27 percent. The 684 million pounds of 
meat in cold storage at the end of March were 7 percent 
lower than last year. 

Beef stocks amounted to almost 358 million pounds on 
March 31, a gain of 72 million pounds from the previous 
year but down 10 million pounds from a month earlier. Pork 
stocks of 239 million pounds were up more than 35 million 
pounds from February 28 but were 88 million pounds under 
March 31 last year. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 

















Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
BrOZeny isnc se clea oc 8s 293,462 276,042 356,231 347,175 + 26 
In cure and cured....... 8,601 9,999 11,412 105696) 9+) 7 
Totalicsat. coteeere wasesehe 302,063 286,041 367,643 357,871 ap P46) 
Pork: 
IAP OZOM cate eveaeascne tees 2 359,562 306,181 189,706 223,147 —27 
InPCOOLEr chassis ec ee eteeiels 273A 33.9. 208527 13,998 16,162 — 25 
otal, «cree vec nystheracanne 386,995 327,708 203,704 239,309 —27 


Other meats and meat 
products: 
Neal; frozen see sass eue © 5:6 


8,887 SrsSosmessbon eel ts410 +134 


Lamb and mutton, frozen .| 20,403 12,238 11,297 9,938 —19 

Canned meats in cooler: 
Hams'he. Gat aseereeis 6 §1,580 75,970 47,830 49,777 — 34 
Other meats soc saMaates abeteey, io us 19,185 21,864 15,055 15,936 —27 
789,113 732,359 660,686 684,241 - 7 


Total, allimeéats) 2-2; aac 











BEEF MARKET UP AGAIN 


The market for feeder steers, utility cows, and fed steers 
showed another increase from February to March. Good grade 
feeder steers weighing between 600-700 pounds topped $50.00 
a hundredweight at the Kansas City market in March. Feeder 
steers, at $50.31 a hundredweight for March, were up $3.87 
from February and $15.56 higher than March 1972. The 


market for feeder steers did drop nearly $3.00 a hundred- 
weight in the last week of March. 

Good grade fed steers weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $42.68 a hundredweight at the St. Paul 
market in March. This was a gain of $2.65 from a month 
earlier and $9.79 above last year. Utility cows at St. Paul 
averaged $35.50 a hundredweight during March. Although 
the utility cow market declined about $3.50 in the last week 
of March, the monthly average was still $2.22 more than 
February and $9.62 greater than March a year ago. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
S.Sf. Paul & Kansas City | Monthly Averages I971,72,73 
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HOG MARKET HIGHER IN MARCH 


Although the hog market declined sharply during March, 
the average price of barrows and gilts at St. Paul was still up 
from February and well above March 1972. Barrows and gilts 
at St. Paul declined more than $5.00 during March but the 
monthly average of $37.71 a hundredweight was $1.20 more 
than February and $14.22 above a year ago. Since November 
1972, prices of barrows and gilts at St. Paul have risen $10.00 
a hundredweight. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
is South Sf. Paul Monthly Averages |971,72,73 
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Weather Summary, March, 1973 increase of 9 percent. Wisconsin cattle feeders had 129,000 
cattle and calves on feed April 1, a decline of 1,000 from 
Temperature Precipitation 
Sek ia = last year. 
Accumu- 
Station Tea | Hien Mean For Nor- lative Cattle and Calves on Feed by Quarters, 
month.) mai ree: April 1, 1972, January 1, and April 1, 1973 1/ 
AMOrVin nkeoene bys cleats 1.41 1.34 Tock 
SUPELION = wise is te 1.91 1.52 — .58 April 1,1972 |January 1, 1973] April 1, 1973 |from last 
Spooner .i:),4' oat ot: 1:57, 1.28 +. .60 year 
Rhinelander ........ 4.09 1.49 + 1.94 
Medforditane «0.2 cule 3.59 1.70 + .96 1,000 head Percent 
Antigo 2. aCe agentes ib Blee Pennsylvania. « 87 Sains 
River Falls ......... 184° Toa es ars Seem es see a ace cane 
Ta Crosse ye ae ee 31696 OIE cH Gd in Nee eles Wealriaerae rae Cee en Bhs 
Hatfield Dam....... S530, Ga Wt 82. 80 cian ees ae one Ane ik 
Marshfield ......... 3.05 1.62 + 1.25 AMEE IRS Oe 
H k vi 3 a Wisconsin. ....... 130 143 129 - 1 
ancock | 5...£. Detee® -54 1.4 3.02 Minnesotale ee 513 494 500 vies 
Green Bay ......... 2:43. 1.349 Vert tA4 Towa Gites veal ee 2,063 1,981 2,022 Ey 
Osbkoshin duu 311i dS 7, + 2.72 : : 

Reb 4 Missouri ® ./-. ad oe 318 310 270 —15 
eee sakes resol 2:00) 51.98 eo North Dakota..... 53 47 50 Pais 
pe sene  s Baht sish aves 1.88 1.99 i oe South Dakota..... 325 378 345 6 
Anacees isa Sane 3.60 2.16 : i? Nebraska ........ 1,456 1,581 1,520 + 4 
Bie ch HG Sioa ci ae ae i oa Kansas hh ee 1,050 1,250 1,230 ERAT 
Rortage tc. eee 4.73 1.86 + 3.05 IN; CaStatese a. 7,390 7,677 7,473 mie Et 
srinia Naan euiror 5.04 184 tt ee Oklahomaie. len 259 272 274 16 
Peis Gencut see a aah oie’ MD eis Texas's see eee 1,854 2,245 2,259 + 22 
Mitwauk Gieciy Bae oay meee Montana......... 150 160 140 - 7 

edema NL ted Beil d AS : ; : Idaho sean caret 227 205 192 —15 
Average for 24 stations 3.7, 1.76 + 1.35 Coloradote. 2 ie Fe. 947 1,050 946 m.ic3 

New Mexico...... 196 226 230 ar ay Le 
(ATIZONA’ eis akcuoveversle 547 655 614 cae 
Washington ...... 174 180 180 + 3 
MORE CATTLE ON FEED epee Bees, Sa ae 59 69 60 + 2 
aliforntae te ues eo 1,017 1,181 1,046 +r? 
IN THE NATION : - 
Western States . 5,430 6,243 5,941 + 9 
Cattle feeders in the Nation had 5 percent more cattle 23 States...... 12,820 13,920 13,414 + 5 
and calves on feed April 1 than a year ago. The North Central 1/Cattle and calves on feed are animals fattened for slaughter market on grain 
7 or other concentrates which are expected to roduce a carcass that will d 
States were up just 1 percent but the Western States had an acd onbei as P e mas 
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